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The Sweet L1

By MARY BILLARD

T was a sunny Monday allernoon,
and the scene around the yellow-
and-orange cabanas of La Piaggia
Beach Club was laid-back and of-
fortlessly chic. Waiters  brought

trays of chilled rosé, goose phud and “les
mini cheeseburgers™ Women, wearing
cunning coverups that manage 1o cover
up nothing. dipped their manicured feet
into the sand.

A lew attroctive young bodies were
lelsurely sunning near the saltwater
poend, bait nobody was in the poal itsell. It
wins just for show, ns was the plague on
ihe wenthered woaden front door false-
Iy stating that the club was “members
only.” With the blue waters and swaying
palms, the scene at La Piaggia coukd al-
most be mistaken for St Barts or Mus-
tiyue, Except, of course, for the sur-
rounding sea wall of beachiront condos
that screamed Minmi,

In recent years, the trinngular districi
at the tip of South Beach has emerged
us o chic yet relaxed alterntive to the
typical Ocean Drive [renzy Earther
north. 1t even has a hip moniker, Sofl,
which stands for South of Fifth Street —
the four-lane thoroughfare that cleaves
the neighborhood from the rest of the

ArEL

North of Filth Street, club kids work
off their hangovers af Ocean Drive mpd-
houses Hke Mews Cale, bacheloreiies
prowl for gallon-size (rozen margaritas
(with four straws) and busloads of tour-
ists search for the Versace mansion. All
the whtibe, menu-wielding hostesses can-
vass passershy with two-for-one drink
specials,

In contrast, the area south of Fifth al-
mast feels like a gated resori — thoagh,
I reality, anyone can waltz in. More Eu-
ropenn than Daytonn Beach-at-spring-
break, the SoFi soene skews a lithe old-
er, a litthe r;'lfm wrrived than neriviste,
cushioned by the base of wealthy sec-
ond-home  owners from the area's
Eleaming condos,

And jist as downtown Manhattanites
Joke tht they get noschieeds north of
Hth Street, SoFi residents have taken to
saying that there is no reason to go
above Filth to sodalize anymaore,

For brunch-tkme gossip, locals pull up
1o Bhg Pink, a pouveau diner that fune-
tons lke a general store. At sunset,

- Smith & Wollensky or Monty's South
Beach are the big drows, particularly on
Fridays, to wotch the Woming cruise
ships slowly move out (o sea I the wind
i% blowing in the right direction, strains
of “Y.M.CA™ or Bob Marley can be
heard.

And for a crazier party atmosphere,

IF YOU GO

- WHERE TO DRINK

- Ted's Hideaway Tavern {124 Second

. Sireet, 305-532-9865), o dive bar for con-
noksseurs and after-work wilters, is

. open (rom noon 1o 5 a.m.

- Monty's South Beach (300 Alton
Road, 305-672-1148; www
maontyssouthboach.com) is an over-
grevem tikd hat overlooking the maring,
which draws everyone from speedboat -
ers and weathered fisherman (o surfers
and young women in hip maxi dresses.
'WHERE TO LAT

Smith & Wollensky (1 Washington
Avenue; 305-673-2800, www
smithandwollenskysteakhouses.com)
i called “Smith & Wo™ by the chic and
coiffed crowd, who all sport designer

(wmbters included).
Stone Crab (11 Washington Ave-
, 305-673-0865; www. jorsstonecrab

) is 0 O6-year-ald institution, so cx-
pett hours of warting ( no reservations
taken), although grensing the maiire d*
i o local art form. An order of large

South Pointe Park in the SoFi arca of So

A crowd a bit older
and more arrived
than arriviste.

there (s the splashy Nikki Beach Club,
whire bronze bodies lounge on daybeds
under private canopies, bottles of Piper-
Hebdsieck chill in ice buckets, and
young women in turquatse Pocahontas-
fringed bikinis dance to entertain
puests

While the beauty of South Beach is

stone crab claws is $39,95 in the sum-
mer,

Prime One Twelve (112 Ooean Db
H5-532-8112; www.primellLeom) s

originil SoFi stetkhouse, A 4B-ounce €l

Porterhouse for two is $83, Across (b

street ks the new Prime Htalian (101 aS

Ocean Drive, 305-695-8454), where |
spaghett with Kobe meatballs is §2

ik ve ety LY Dicaj

two ks a block party,

Big Pink (157 Colns Avemue, 3 North,

DREH; www. bigpd

SoFi's commissary, Pizza from $¢ whjCh S[‘-tt
C

classic burger is §10.25,
La Piaggia Beach Club (1000 5

e Dirive; T [he I &
i T Otr-|

vibe, including the menu, Tuna

with mango and soy sauce dre

52150, reg

WHERE TO STAY z
Hotel St Augustine (347 Washington

Avenuve; J05-532-0870; www
Mhotelstaugustine.com) ks an Art Deco-
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h Beach’s social scene,

& ploneers was Myles Che-
ened Nemo, a trendy spot
fdoor courtyard, in 1995
e no signs of life,” said Mr.
0 NOW TUNS NUMETous res-

a
W It wl other hotspots in SoFi, and

que Gn s the Sultnn of South Fifth,

in o former bum-laden crock

{}0r falSE- e they used to film “Minmi

soon followed Today, top-

EmbEI‘S commodations include a beach-
. SWayijp

the sur

= anight
it that S5oFi s sleepy the rest of
i the demand for o happening
1¢I5 o Miami imperative. On 8 warm
irsday evening in late April, a crush
CEEY patrons in miniskirts and high
tls and their older boyfriends con-
rged at the outdoor tables at Prime

rged m.mt offshoot of Prime One

arrioll and the all-suite Hilton
Miami/South Beach, They are
this month by the Sense South
a lucury boutique hotel with 18

= and a rmooftop pool,

e hotels are on thelr way, [n Au-
Mr. Chefetz is opening the Prime
¢ @ modern H-unit resort néxt to
n's Hotel. Opening rates are seq at

the stylish steakhouse in

arown's Hotel. (Both are owned by Mr.
Thefetz.

)

Prime Italian, with its clubby macho
décor, is a restaurant conceived to sop-
arate pro athletes from their money via
a culinary invention called Kobe meat-
balls. A crowd of overdressed and un-
derdressed clumored for tables near the
bar, where, recently, the N.B.A. star An-
toine Walker sat watching a Celtics-
Bulls ﬁ:yu!lg&m.mxt-m prompied
one visitor (o (g it as Bentleyville in
honor of the gridiock of $300,000 cars,

Yes, it may be SoFiL But it's still South
Baeach,



